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Gridlock economy



Denmark Finland Iceland Norway Sweden

Requirement for written
deed of purchase

√ √ √ √ √

Requirement for
seller’s signature

√ √ √ √ √

Requirement for attest by
witnesses of seller’s signature

√ √ √ √ √

Requirement for
purchaser’s signature

√ √ √

Requirement for attest by
witnesses of purchaser’s signature

√

Requirement for paid purchase sum
before signing of deed of purchase

√ √ √

Requirement for stated purchase sum
in the deed of purchase

√ √ √ √ √

Requirement for paid purchase sum
before registration of ownership

√ √ √

Mandatory registration of ownership √ √



Simple purchase



Normal purchase 
in Denmark



Finland Sweden

Pre-contracting

Contracting

Registration

Seller signs 
agreement with 

estate agent

Seller signs 
agreement with 

estate agent

Bank promises 
loan to buyer

Estate agent 
arranges inspection

Purchase deed signed 
by seller and buyer and attested 
by witness of purchase. Credit 

documents are signed. 
Power of attorney is issued 

to bank for registration application.

Purchase sum is paid
by buyer and bank

Payment of stamp duty

Purchase contract is signed

Buyer arranges inspection 
(if it is not done before) 

Purchase sum is paid
by buyer and bank. Deed of 
purchase is signed by seller 
and buyer and attested by 

witnesses. Credit documents are signed. 
Power of attorney is issued to 

bank for registration application.

Bank applies for ownership
and mortgage registration

Registration of ownership 
and mortgage

Bank applies for ownership
and mortgage registration

Registration of ownership 
and mortgage

Bank promises 
loan to buyer

Payment of stamp duty

Witness informs cadastral 
authority and municipality

Normal purchase 
in Finland and
Sweden



Pre-contracting

Contracting

Registration
Application for registration 

of purchase deed 
and mortgage deed
(e.g. bank applies)

Purchase and mortgage
 are registered

Seller signs agreement
 with estate agent

Bank promises 
loan to buyer

Estate agent arranges inspections.
 Estate report and advertizing

(Purchase contract can
 be signed if needed)

Purchase sum is paid.
Deeds of purchase and credit documents are 

signed and signatures testified. 
Power of attorney is issued (e.g. to bank)

Information to authorities, 
parties etc. Payment 

of stamp duty.

Good standard for 
purchase



Subdivision procedures
in Denmark and Norway



Finland Sweden

Landowner applies to 
cadasteral authority

Surveyor investigates formal 
criteria for subdivision

Consultations, if needed, 
with municipality and 

other authorities

Meeting with interested parties, 
measurement, treatment of 

rights and cadaster decision by
surveyor related to the new property 

unit including rights

Property unit and rights are 
registered by surveyor. 

Cadaster dossier is compiled

Landowner applies to 
cadasteral authority

Information sent to land registration 
authority and tax authority. Copy of 
cadastral dossier sent to land owner

Meusurement and 
treatments of rights

Cadaster decision by surveyor 
related to the new property 

unit including rights

Information sent to land registration 
authority, tax authority and 

population register. Copy of cadastral 
dossier sent to land owner

Surveyor investigates formal 
criteria for subdivision

Consultations, if needed, with municipality 
and other authorities (municipality 

can impose veto on the case 
under some circumstances)

Property unit and rights are 
registered by surveyor. 

Cadaster dossier is compiled

Initial preparation 
of case and land 

policy control 

Continued preparation 
and cadaster decision

Registration

Cadaster 
surveyor

Cadaster 
surveyor

Land registration authority (LRA) 
registers ownership and 

rights (if additional exists)

LRA
Land registration authority (LRA) 

registers ownership and 
rights (if additional exists)

LRA Supplementary 
work



Good standard for a normal subdivision 
procedure (based on Nordic procedures)

Continued 
preparation of case

Initial preparation of 
case and land policy 

control

Cadastral decision 
and registration

Landowner requests surveying

Information to other authorities 
and copy of dossier to land owner

Measurement (plus property 
definition). Dealing with easements,

 mortgages and other grants

Cadastral report

Investigates the case from 
formal point of view

Oral and written
consultations with authorities

Registration of properties, rights, 
encumbarances and owner. 

Compiling of documents

Private surveyor

Appeal period
(can instead be after

cadastral dossier)

Land registration authority

Landowner requests surveying

Information to other authorities 
and copy of dossier to land owner

Measurement (plus property 
definition). Dealing with easements,

 mortgages and other grants

Decision and 
preliminary registration

Investigates the case from 
formal point of view

Oral and written
consultations with authorities

Registration of properties, rights, 
encumbarances and owner. 

Compiling of dossier

Public surveyor

Appeal period

Private surveyor Public surveyor

Decision and 
preliminary registration
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